
Helping dogs and cats in 
Playa del Carmen

FAST FACTS  The common mixed-breed dogs seen around Playa 

del Carmen are known as a “malix”. This word is 

similar to “mutt” in English.  IFAW’s companion animals projects have treated, 

sheltered and cared for over 355,000 cats and dogs in 

some of the neediest communities in the world.

 Roaming dogs are often thought to be homeless but 

in many communities around the world it is common 

to let dogs run free, and owned roaming dogs are 

often healthy and happy. 

The problem:
Playa del Carmen is a fast growing, multi-cultural city that 
attracts tourists from around the world. It is part of the Riviera 
Maya which runs from the well-known tourist destination of 
“Cancún” south to Tulum and the Sian Ka’an biosphere reserve. 
Currently, there appears to be more animals than there are homes 
able and willing to provide adequate care for their dogs and cats.  
Unwanted dogs and cats may face abandonment or neglect, and 
low-income families often have difficulty accessing veterinary 
care for their animals. While many individuals do their best to 
care for their pets, cost or transportation prevents many owners 
from being able to provide basic as well as critical veterinary care 
for their dogs and cats. As a result, illnesses and injuries may go 
untreated, animals may suffer from highly preventable diseases, 
and roaming animals are able to reproduce unchecked. 

Our solution:
IFAW’s approach is helping communities care for their dogs and 
cats by working with community leaders and local partners to 
ensure sustainable, locally relevant solutions. In our recent launch 
of a project to help animals in Playa del Carmen, we’ve partnered 
with Coco’s Cat Rescue which rescues and adopts homeless 
kittens, and which runs a sterilization clinic that provides the 
main source of spay and neuter surgeries for local animal rescue 
groups.  

How You Can Help:
Get Involved  Prevent unwanted puppies and kittens by talking to 
those you know about the benefits of spaying and neutering.  
Adopt an animal from a shelter rather than buying one from a pet 
shop or breeder.
Donate  Your gift will help our mobile clinics bring veterinary care 
to dogs and cats that need it most. 
To donate, go to www.ifaw.org/donate or call us on 1-800-932-4329.
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IFAW has committed to providing a mobile veterinary unit that 
will bring animal care education and basic veterinary medicine 
to communities in need, as well as enable local rescue groups to 
provide veterinary care including sterilization. We are working to 
bring local stakeholders together in order to develop an effective 
strategy for addressing the long-term needs of people and animals 
in Playa del Carmen, with an emphasis on education, humane 
policy, and coordinated animal rescue and veterinary services.

IFAW has been working with our partner the Humane Society 
of Cozumel on the island of Cozumel, Mexico, for several years 
and our successes there have given us an opportunity to further 
improve the lives of dogs and cats in the region.


